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God of the seasons, there is a time for everything; there is 
a time for dying and a time for rising.  We need courage to 
enter into the transformation process.  

God of autumn, the trees are saying goodbye to their 
green, letting go of what has been.  We, too, have our 
moments of surrender, with all their insecurity and risk.  
Help us to let go when we need to do so. 

God of fallen leaves lying in colored patterns on the grounds, our lives have their own 
patterns.  As we see the patterns of our own growth, may we learn from them. 

God of misty days and harvest moon nights, there is always the dimension of mystery and 
wonder in our lives.  We always need to recognize your power-filled presence.  May we gain 
strength from this. 

God of harvest wagons and fields of ripened grain, many gifts of growth lie within the season 
of our surrender.  We must wait for harvest in faith and hope.  Grant us patience when we do 
not see the blessings. 

God of geese going south for another season, your wisdom enables us to know what needs to 
be left behind and what needs to be carried into the future.  We yearn for insight and vision. 

God of life, you believe in us, you enrich us, you entrust us with the freedom to choose life.  
For all this, we are grateful.                                                                               

From: May I Have This Dance  By Joyce Rupp 

A  P r a y e r  f o r  A u t u m n  D a y s  

Special points of interest: 

∗ Fine Arts Series. 

∗ Memorial Garden Dedication  

∗ Charles Firth Annual Barbecue  

∗ Prayer for music   
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O c t o b e r  2 0 1 1  

October 1, 2011 

4:00 – 7:00 PM 

 

GREAT FOOD  

WITH GREAT FRIENDS 

 

FUN ACTIVITIES: 

MOONWALK 

CRAFTS 

FACE PAINTING 

RAFFLE 

MAGIC SHOW 

4 – 5:00 pm:  Gather & greet 

5:00 pm:  Dedication/
Memorial Garden 

5:30 pm: Dinner 

Adults:  $8.00 

Children 6-12: $5.00 

5 and under:  Free 

C h a r l e s  f i r t h  a n n u a l  b a r b e c u e  



JOHN’S JOTTINGS 

As we enter into the month of October, special events await us at St. Matthias.    The Charles Firth Annual Pig 
Roast will be held on Saturday afternoon, October 1st.    This year we will not only have the usual compliment of 
children’s activities, cotton candy, barbeque and fellowship; we will also dedicate the Memorial Garden area and 
the Schofield Meditation area. 

A word about these two areas is in order.   For the past two years, Amenta and Jerry Buckner in particular have 
worked diligently to make each of these areas “holy spaces.”  

They have succeeded in doing so.   The Schofield Meditation area (on the right as you enter the church) is named 
in honor of the architect of our present worship space, Jack Schofield.  His attention to “sacred space” served us 
all very well in the years since our worship area was constructed in the early 1990’s.  The Memorial Gardens has 
been evolving in scope over the past decade.   The Boy Scouts, for example, constructed a pathway in the rear of 
the area;  several folks whose loved one’s ashes are in the Memorial Garden have given generously to improve the 
landscaping.   We all have participated in work days over the years to maintain the appearance of the property. 

At the forefront of those improvements are Jerry and Amenta.   The construction of the recent Memorial Garden 
brick sign, the grill work on the back wall of the church building, the celtic cross and the flowing fountain are all a 
result of many hours of work and significant financial contributions that the Buckners have made to complete the 
plans for improvements to the Memorial Garden area.   We are most certainly grateful beyond words to these two 
individuals.  Please plan to sign up and attend the upcoming Pig Roast so that you can add your words of appreci-
ation to those who labored so long and hard. 

On the following day, Sunday October 2nd, we will commence the Stewardship Drive.  Paul Begin and a host of 
others have been hard at work over the past year planning this year’s campaign.   You will receive a letter in the 
mail from myself and the members of the Stewardship Commission urging each and every family unit to make a 
pledge.  We have much going for us at St. Matthias; we share of our financial wherewithal because we care. Please 
be as generous as possible to our congregation this year!! 

Lisa Rose is doing a fabulous job as the Director of Youth Ministries.  On Saturday, September 17th the Rite 13 
Ceremony was beautifully attended by 13 families.  This means that our current Rite 13 class is one of the largest 
in our church’s history!!!  The J2A Youth Group will have a Yard Sale on Saturday, October 8th at St. Matthias.  
Once again, Lisa Rose has been hard at work organizing this event, and many of you have donated generously of 
goods and services for sale.   Remember, all proceeds will benefit the upcoming J2A Pilgrimage in June of 2012. 

The month of October also brings with it the Fine Arts Performance of the Youth Ensemble on Sunday, October 
16th at 4:00 p.m.   Please make every effort to show your support of the Fine Arts Series by attending this event.   
We are indeed blessed to have a dedicated group of parishioners who plan approximately four events throughout 
the course of the academic year.   Nothing would be better than to have a packed church on Sunday October 16th 
to enjoy the performance of the Youth Ensemble.   If you have not attended these events in the past, you (and 
your friends) will love them!!! 

 

Shalom, 

 

John + 

It is glory enough for me that I should be your servant. 

It is grace enough for me that you should be my Lord.   

Arabic prayer. 



Prayers are asked for:   

Carol Deane’s friends, Debbie and Bill; Linda Brooks’ father, William;  Mary 
Boynton’s friend, Natalie; Dot Worsham’s friends, Lonnie & Chrissy and 
Floyd’s sister, Virginia; Frank Weigand;  Jonathan Hawkins’ father, Jonathan; 
Lily Norman’s brother, Albert;  Judy Radford’s son, Michael John; Lyda 
Slack; Shirley Fraser’s friends, Gloria & Julie; Ande Anderson’s friend, Mark; 
Julie Noyes’ brother, Walter; Deborah Froelich’s brother, Brian; Donna Case’s 
friends, Nancy & Jeff; Renay Hardy; Ellen and Howard Whitehead; Becky 
Russell’s mother, Joanna; Harriet and Bob Bledsoe;  Laura Blackburn’s mother, 
Freddie;  Robert  Goodman; Carrie Deane’s friend, Richard;    The Rev. Bob  
and The Rev. Sandi Kerner;   Toby Campbell;  Helen Miller; George Patnelli; 
Elliott Woodaman;   Gary Hershner; Dot Worsham;  

We also pray for those serving in the military: John Schoenweis, Nat Williams, 
Jamie Lee Maier, Andrew Matthews, Robbie Fitch, Richard Dabkowski, Michael 
Stuart Handlan, Eric Morton, Nat Williams, Kyle Brengel, Brittney Brengel, Nan-
cy Brothers, Jeremy White, James Mason, Greg Cross, Joshua Wootten, Andy 
Smith, Clarence Tomblin, Wilson Nance,  Ryan Thompson, William Bailey, and 
Ryan Sharpe. 

11300 W. Huguenot Rd. 
Midlothian, VA 23113-1121 

Tel: 804-272-8588 
Fax: 804-272-1718  

E-mail: 
welcome@stmatmidlo.com 

St. Matthias 
Episcopal  

    Church 

May	it	be	a	place	where	the	gift	of	

laughter	will	rise	above	our	

troubles,	where	treasured	stories	

will	be	shared	to	make	us	wiser,	

and	where	the	pain	of	loss	will	be	

embraced	with	arms	of	hope	and	

trust.		 

 

We	will	dedicate	the	newly	installed	

memorial	garden	directory	&	

fountain	and	the	Scho�ield	

Meditation	Garden	on	October	1,	

2011. 

This	Memorial	Garden	is	set	aside	

because	those	who	have	died		form	

the	Communion	of	Saints	and	are	

present	with	us	in	spirit	throughout	

the	ages.		Hence,	our	Memorial	

Garden	is	a	sacred	place.		 

M e m o r i a l  G a r d e n  

We’re on the web. 
Www.stmatmidlo.com 

www.facebook.com/stmatmidlo 



 “Fine Arts, Food, and Friends at St. Matthias” 
Presents 

American Youth Harp Ensemble 

 
                                                                       Kennedy Center 2011 

 

Lynnelle Ediger-Kordzaia, Artistic Director and Founder 

 
Featuring the Artwork of local artist, Helena Agnew 

 

October 16, 2011, 4 o’clock p.m. 

 



A PRAYER FOR MUSIC 

Dear Lord, 

It would be hard for us to exist as a church, O God, without 
music. 

We like to sing our faith and to express our love to you in 
song.  The great hymns and choruses of the faith have 
strengthened us when we were weak and helped us move on 
when we were immobilized. 

They have help us bury our dead, teach our children, carry 
our heaviest loads, and draw nearer to you when we were 
far away. 

We thank you, O God, for our great music traditions, and 
pray for the present generation of composers and writers, 
that they may continue contributing to the greatness of the 
church through music.  We ask your blessings on all who 
have enriched the musical programs of this church, and who 
will continue to do so in the future.  And we pray that our 
hearts will go on being moved by the great music of the 
faith, so that we may follow Christ with joy and enthusiasm.   
For yours are the kingdom and the power and the glory for-
ever.  Amen. 

Suggested readings: 

Exodus 15:1-3, 20-21; Psalm 150; Revelation 19:1-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION FOR ALL AGES: 

THROUGH:  ADULT FORUM 

SUNDAY MORNING AT 10 A.M. 

October 2:  Angels and Demons, part 2 

October 9:  Hell 

October 16:  Heaven 

October 23:  World Religion #1 

October 30:  World Religion #2 

THROUGH KERYGMA:  Monday and Wednesday…. 
Kerygma, a Greek word meaning “preaching”, is a study 
of the Bible.   Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. in  Morri-
son Hall.  Please contact Anne Gavin or Mary Boynton 
if you wish to attend.  Open and lively discussions for 
men and women. /OR  The Monday night Kerygma 
meets at 7 p.m. and will be doing a study on prayer and 
a book titled “When you Don’t Know What to Pray” by 
Linda Evans Shepherd.  If  you would be interested in 
joining us, we would love to have you.  Please call Mer-
riann Clark at 743-7944 or e-mail her at mer-
riann@comcast.net.   

THROUGH MEN’S GROUP: Wednesday morning 
at 8:30 a.m.  A lively discussion of selected topics and 
books.  Please join us in the library. 

THROUGH THE SUGGESTED READINGS 
FOR OCTOBER. 

OCTOBER 2:  Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19 
  Philippians 3:4b-14:  Matthew 21:33-46 

OCTOBER 9: Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 
  Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14  

OCTOBER 16: Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99 
  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22 

OCTOBER 23: Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalm 90:1-6, 13-
17 
  1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46 

OCTOBER 30: Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 
  1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12 

 

Every day is a messenger of God.   
 

              Russian Proverb. 



Children’s Ministry Calendar of Events Fall 2011- 2012 

        Annie   ALS run         

Sept 25th – Oct 30th Sunday School 252 Basics Virtue Knowledge 

Oct 2nd  -   Sunday - 11:00am “Club 56” meeting for 5th and 6th graders  

Oct 23rd - Sunday - 10 am    

ALS Run/ Walk 10 am at St Matthias’ families and friends invited 

Oct 30th    -    Sunday - 10 am 2 

52 Basics Family Sunday School Bash 

 Nov. 6th -  Sunday -2pm  

Fall Hike/campfire/Fire Safety visit from Bon Air Fire Dept 

Nov 20th— -3 pm  

field trip to CYT performance of Annie   Family event 

Nov.27th  —  Advent Wreath and Christmas Craft Family Event 

December  - Operation Christmas Child Service Project (more info to come) 

  -Date TBA visit Sunrise to make crafts with residents 

  24th Christmas Eve Children’s Pageant 

 

We have many opportunities and ways to become involved with the Children including: 

Keeping the red tote bags in the Sanctuary filled once a month 

Taking attendance on Sunday Mornings and collect offerings 

Prop Searchers—Nursery volunteers—Children’s Liturgy leaders and assistants 

Storytellers—Assist with art projects—Chaperone field trips 

Serve on Planning committee for field trips and activities 

Greet and shepherd children to their classrooms 

 

Children’s Ministry Wish List: Child swing for playground (new or used) 

Child size picnic table for playground i.e. little tikes (new or used) 

New area carpet for Nursery  - Portable sound system/ with microphone (new or used) 




