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How does one qualify to
be an apostle?

The first act of the apos-
tles after the Ascension of
Jesus was to find a re-
placement for Judas. With
all the questions, doubts,
and dangers facing them,
they chose to focus their
attention on finding a
twelfth apostle. Why was
this important? Twelve
was a very important
number to the Chosen
People: twelve was the
number of the twelve
tribes of Israel. If the new
Israel was to come from
the disciples of Jesus, a
twelfth apostle was need-
ed.

But Jesus had chosen the
original twelve. How
could they know whom
he would choose?

One hundred and twenty
people were gathered for
prayer and reflection in
the upper room, when
Peter stood up to propose
the way to make the
choice.

Peter had one criterion,
that, like Andrew, James,
John, and himself, the
new apostle be someone
who had been a disciple
from the very beginning,
from his baptism by John
until the Ascension. The
reason for this was sim-
ple, the new apostle
would must become a
witness to Jesus' resurrec-
tion. He must have fol-
lowed Jesus before any-
one knew him, stayed
with him when he made
enemies, and believed in
him when he spoke of the
cross and of eating his
body -- teachings that had
made others melt away.

Two men fit this descrip-
tion -- Matthias and Jo-
seph called Barsabbas.
They knew that both the-
se men had been with
them and with Jesus
through his whole minis-
try. But which one had
the heart to become a wit-
ness to his resurrection.
The apostles knew that
only the Lord could know
what was in the heart of
each. They cast lots in or-
der to discover God's will
and Matthias was chosen.

" eemmonenr | ST, Matthias - Apostle

He was the twelfth apos-
tle and the group was
whole again as they
waited for the coming of
the Holy Spirit.

That's the first we hear
of Matthias in Scripture,
and the last. Legends
like the Acts of Andrew
and Matthias testify to
Matthias' enthusiastic
embrace of all that being
an apostle meant includ-
ing evangelization, per-
secution, and death in
the service of the Lord.

How does one qualify to
be an apostle?

Clement of Alexandria
says that Matthias, like
all the other apostles,
was not chosen by Jesus
for what he already was,
but for what Jesus fore-
saw he would become.
He was elected not be-
cause he was worthy but
because he would be-
come worthy.

Jesus chooses all of us in
the same way.

From “Catholic Online”,
www.catholic.org
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JOHN’S JOTTINGS

In the history of St. Matthias we are blessed with won-
derful parish administrators. Mary Boynton served
faithfully and effectively for 29 years...and was fol-
lowed in this ministry by an equally outstanding person,
Marilyn Kirkpatrick. I truly believe that God sent Mar-
ilyn to us; no one else on the planet could have success-
tully followed Mary Boynton in this job!

It was, therefore, with deep regret that Marilyn in-
formed me of her decision to retire.

As always, she composed a most gracious letter which
reads in part:

“It is with very mixed emotions that I tell you I
have decided to retire from my role as parish
administrator. There is regret at leaving this
wonderful parish, mixed with the excitement of
opportunities to be available for my family...”

As you may know, Marilyn and her husband Barry are
soon to be grandparents for a second time. Her retire-
ment will afford her the opportunity to spend time as-
sisting her daughter and son-in-law with two small chil-
dren. Marilyn’s last day will officially be in mid-April...
after Easter and after training her successor in the job.
The vestry is already aware of this development, and I
will meet with the Personnel Committee of the Vestry
in February to interview a strong candidate who has
surfaced in the position of Parish Administrator. In
addition, the Personnel Committee is advertising for
other candidates for this opening.

I would like to honor Marilyn at the Annual Parish
Meeting on Sunday, March 25%.  As we did last year,
we will conduct only one service of worship that Sun-
day (at 10:00 a.m.) and we will have the Annual Parish
Meeting in lieu of the sermon. A “Marilyn Kirkpatrick’s
Retirement Committee” is being formed as I write this
column. In the meantime, it is appropriate for us all to
express our well wishes to Marilyn in the next phase of
her ministry and life. I believe I join in the sentiments
of the entire congregation in saying that we will miss
her greatly...

Shalom,

John

Dear friends of St. Matthias,

It has been truly a blessing to me to have the oppor-
tunity to get to know and love this parish. As many of
you know, Laura Boucher and I worked together at
Grace and Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. Laura
would bring stories to G & HT of this loving and gen-
erous community. When Mary announced her retire-
ment and John Boucher asked me to consider applying
for the position, I mulled over that possibility for at
least thirty seconds before jumping at the opportunity
to apply.

From day one, I was welcomed to the team living out
John’s Gospel message. (above)

In “Lesser Feast and Fasts”, the Gospel appointed for
St. Matthias on February 24 is the great commandment.
This community of faith demonstrates this Gospel on a
daily basis. I thank you for enriching my life with my
time spent here. My prayers will always continue to
reflect thankfulness for our time together.

Thank you for all that you do
And all that you are,

MZZYLLBV\/
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Dancing with or
without the stars
At St. Matthias
Every Tuesday

evening

St. Michael’s
and
St. Matthias’

Food Ministry

For | was hungry and
you fed me; | was
thirsty and you gave
me water; | was a
stranger and you in-
vited me into your
homes; naked and
you clothed me; sick
and in prison, and you
visited me.' ..............
"And I, the King, will
tell them, 'When you
did it to these my
brothers you were
doing it to me!'
Matthew 25

Come dance with us!

Dancing at St. Matthias began

a few years ago and is still
going strong. Our newest
class for beginners has been
a great success.
an open class and you are
always welcome to join.

A New Outreach Project

As you know, we have been
collecting food in our Blessings
Baskets, and delivering it to
the St. Michael’s Food Pantry.
In response to ever-increasing
need and to Christ’s mandate
to feed the hunger, the Out-
reach Commission is partner- ®
ing with St. Michael’s and

CCHASM (Chesterfield Colo-

nial Heights Alliance for Social

Ministry).
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Beginner ballroom dancing classes

at 6:30 p.m. every Tuesday evening
in Morrison hall followed by inter-

mediate dancing classes at 7:30

This class is  p.m.

This is great fun and fellowship not
to mention great exerciselll

Agape, Kay Lacy

People who are willing to
be trained as a certified
shopper and shop at the
Central VA Food Bank as
necessary

People who can help man
the Food Bank on Tues-
day mornings to hand out
the bags of food

People who can help
stock the pantry when
needed

People who can help pack

bags on Monday after-
noon.

The St. Michael’s Food Bank pro-
vides food weekly to families re-
ferred by CCHASM and once a
month to the residents of Monarch
Woods, a low-income residence for
the elderly. It has also provided
weekend food for the Communities
in Schools backpack program.

TRAINING FOR OUR
COOPERATIVE EFFORT
WITH THE ST.
MICHAEL'S FOOD
BANK IS NOW IN PRO-
GRESS. VOLUNTEERS
ARE STILL NEEDED!!!
Please call Linda Hudgens at
347-4243 if you are interested
in taking part in packing meals
or manning the food pantry
for distribution of meals to
families in our communi-

ty. Our active start up will
begin February 6th, but we
will continue training as long
as necessary. "We are the
hands and feet of Christ".
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Acts 1: A readings appointed for February 24/ Feast Day of St. MaR hias

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the Bime that the Lord Jesus went in and out among
us, beginning from the bapBElsm of John unill the day when he was taken up from us-- one of these must be-
come a witness with us to his resurrecllon." So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also
known as Justus, and Mal@ hias. Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us
which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas
turned aside to go to his own place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Mall hias; and he was
added to the eleven apostles. (Acts 1:15-26)

Are you looking for a Lenten study? Recently recommended books below.

The I i“ca e 1 Adult Education: 10 am in Morrison Hall
of Christianity February 5: Christian Saints — The Basics
T AT presented by David Helms
February 12: Christ Saints — Case Studies
presented by Janet Perkins
February 19: The Fine Arts Committee presents
a Puppet Show for all ages
February 26: Church Architecture presented by Richard Perkins

Lent begins on February 22
Ash Wednesday services at
730 am. 1215 pm 7:30 pm

Ashes by Ann Weems (taken from “Kneeling in Jerusalem”
Two nights ago I knelt and
took the ashes from the fireplace.
It was some time before I saw evidence
Of the smudge of ash upon my face.
I washed it quickly away.

Last night I knelt and took the bread
And dipped it in the cup.
And then I felt the cool smooth
Finger of ash upon my forehead,
Ashes from last year’s palms
Saved for this holy time.
I wondered if there might still be
Some remnant of Hosanna!
Lingering in the ashes.
All evening long I wore the ash,
That holy ash,
And when others saw the smudge,
I wondered if they were inclined to wipe it clean
Or to lean closer
In the hope of hearing some soft Hosanna!
Burning still
In ash
Or heart....
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Psalm 15, the Psalm appointed for St. Matthias |
|
DOMINE, QUIS HABITABIT? |
|
1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * |
who may abide upon your holy hill? |

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, *
who speaks the truth from his heart. I
3 There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; * |
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. |
4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * I
but he honors those who fear the LORD. I
5 He has sworn to do no wrong * I

and does not take back his word.
6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * |
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. |
7 Whoever does these things * |
shall never be overthrown. /
________________________ -
Save the Date
J2A Presents

THE VALENTINE GALA AND SILENT AUCTION

When: February 11 7-10 p.m.
Where: St. Matthias’ Morrison Hall
Cost: $15 per person

(only 200 tickets will be sold—adults only)

Donations accepted—iorms available

(Questions Please call/e-mail Lisa Rose or Valerie Doebler

THE CHANNEL
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Gt Mattie’s Kids Le‘t,s dO LU ﬂCh
Our Sunday School Rocks!! th e n g O

You hever know what will happeh when you H
come to Sunday School at St Matthias! You Ice SKat’ ng “
may dress up like a donkey or a knight who o
Kicks a bridge, or divide in to teams to play January 297
Morrison Hall Bistro

Game on Game Off’ Will be open for business
12 hooh until 2pm
Come in from the cold and enjoy a bow| of
piping hot “gourmet” soup prepared by our
resident chefs:
Gerry and Sandy Noell and Meg Griffin

The month of January our Sunday School
Classes and Children’s Liturgy discovered
the book of Proverbs and learhed about the
art of Self Control!

Memory Verse: “My dear brothers and sisters,
pay attention to what I say. Everyone should

be quick to listen. But they should be slow to : Menu: ;

speak. They should be slow to get angry.” Tomato Basil Soup Chicken

Jomes 1:19, NI'V Scrumptious C'?,'ng;%fgé‘é’ Fresh
rtue: SelF-Control—Cchoosing to do t

Virtue: Self-Control—Choosing to do wha Green Salad

you should do, hot what you want to do.
3 Basic Truths:
1 should treat others the way T want to be
treated
I can trust God NO matter what
1 heed t0 make the wise choice

Sandy’s perfectly sCrumptious Peach Cobbler
Cost for the (unch:

Adules: $¢ Kids: ¢-9yrs $3
Kids ¢ ahd under: free
Spending time with friends.............

February Calendar of Events PRICELESS!

Cushion your body with “bubble
wrap” and join the fun

February 1% —

Club 56
Fuh, Food and Friends At Ice Zone (Johnston Willis
6-7:45 pm Drive)

2-¢ pm
SpecCial Group rate:
$9.50 per persoh (includes admis-
sioh anhd skate rental)
Kids ¢ and under are admitted

Club 56 is a specCially desighed “active” pro-
gram for 5t and 6 graders based on 3 basic
truths:

1 heed t0 make the right choice

1 can trust God no matter what free
1 heed to treat others the way I would like to Questions? Call or email Sue Anhnh McNeer
be treated
We rely oh parental partiCipation! There are FEebruary 19
many ways parents Canh help: 10am
Plan and provide a simple dihner. Sededededcde Pquet Show Sk
Accompany ‘u‘s Ooh outings and service projects 1In Morrison Hall
Lead an aCtMty'Friends are always welcome Sponsored by the Fine Arts committee
g0 Children of all ages invited

For more information you may Call
Sue Anhn MCNeer 272-8588  Or send ah
email to samcheer@stmatmidlo.com
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The Gospel of John appointed
for St. Matthias

John 15:1,6-16

Jesus said, "I am the true vine,
and my Father is the vinegrower.
Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and
withers; such branches are gath-
ered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. If you abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be
done for you. My Father is glori-
fied by this, that you bear much
fruit and become my disciples. As
the Father has loved me, so I have
loved you; abide in my love. If
you keep my commandments,
you will abide in my love, just as
I have kept my Father's com-
mandments and abide in his love.
I have said these things to you so
that my joy may be in you, and
that your joy may be complete.
"This is my commandment, that
you love one another as I have
loved you. No one has greater
love than this, to lay down one's
life for one's friends. You are my
friends if you do what I command
you. I do not call you servants
any longer, because the servant
does not know what the master is
doing; but I have called you
friends, because I have made
known to you everything that I
have heard from my Father. You
did not choose me but I chose
you. And I appointed you to go
and bear fruit, fruit that will last,
so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask him in my
name.

Prayers are asked for: Claude & Pamela Bandy’s son, Gary; Jinny
Goodman’s friend, Ian; Brenda and Larry Cardwell’s grandchild,
Campbell; Mark Swenson; Greg Moquin; Deborah Froelich’s
cousin, Jeanetta; Kay Darius’ friends, Tina and George & Elly;
Bill VanArnam’s cousin, Gretchen; Carole Messenger’s friends,
Virginia, Joan, Jean and Lynn; .Mary Slemp; Lisa, daughter of
Camille and Mike Archie; Mary Boynton’s friends, Carolyn and Na-
talie; Sandy Noell’s friend, Bonnie; Tony Vanderburg; Lyda Slack;
Sue Ann McNeer’s friend, Jean; Joyce Parker; Westra family mem-
ber, Jackie; Ande Anderson’s friend, Mark; Martha Wooding;
Carol Deane’s friend, Carolyn; Frank Weigand; Harriet and Bob
Bledsoe; Laura Blackburn’s mother, Freddie; Toby Campbell;
Helen Miller; George Patnelli; Elliott Woodaman; Dot Worsham;

We give thanks for the birth of Andrea and Mike Larkin’s grand-
son, Nicholas Cole Thayer

We also pray for those serving in the military: Jamie Maier, John
Schoenweis, Nat Williams, Kyle Brengel, Brittney Brengel, Nancy
Brothers, Meredith Brothers, Michael Handlan

CARITAS - January 7th- 14th

This yeat our congregation hosted the Caritas Women's Program. For 7
days, 35 women came to our church each night to enjoy a delicious meal,
warm showers, and a night in our Sunday School rooms. During this week,
we served 252 for dinner, packed 245 lunches and bagged breakfasts, and
washed over 65 loads of wash. As always, this was a wonderful example of
how the members of St. Matthias are able to pull together as a marvelously
efficient team in order to serve those in need.

Once again, there are many Saint Matthias members who need to be
thanked for their generosity. Particular thanks go out to the volunteers co-
ordinating one day of our week-long efforts: Jane Griffin, Mac Butts, Nan-
cy Matthews, Suzie Thompson, Karen Crawford, and Carrie Deane. These
individuals confirmed meals for the day and gave their time to stay at the
church one evening. Additionally, recognition goes out to our overnight
volunteers who not only spent the night at the church, but helped coordi-
nate breakfast for 35 women: David Duke, Paul Begin, Chip Thompson,
Skipp Todd, Frank Dial, Sam Froelich, and Clive Barnett. A tremendous
thank you goes out to our dinner crews who fixed amazing meals including
lasagna, a turkey and gravy dinner, and even steaks on the grillll Dinner
chefs included: the Morsch-Hegner-Wescott Team, the Brengel, Brothers,
and Shepard Trio, the Morning Kerygma Group, the Women of the
Church, the Boy Scouts, the Gourmet Group, and the Youth
Group. Finally, thanks also go out to the many other members of the
church who helped unload the truck, wash an amazing number of loads of
wash, clean showers, and reload the truck at the end of the week.

Next year we will be hosting the family program during the 3rd week
of January. I would like to ask anyone who was involved this year to
take a moment to think of possible improvements for next year's pro-
gram. Please contact Katherine Martin with suggestions while the mem-
ories are fresh.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Afrikaans - Veels geluk met jou verjaarsdag!
Arabic - Eed melad said

Basque - Zorionak!

Bengali (Bangladesh/India) - Shuvo Jonmodin!
Brazil - Feliz Aniversario, Feliz Feliz Aniversario
Bulgarian - Chestit Rojden Den!

China - Sheng Ri Kuai Le or Saang yaht faai lokik
Czech - Vsechno nejlepsi k Tvym narozeninam!
Danish - Tillykke med fodselsdagen!

Dutch - Hartelijk gefeliciteerd metje verjaardag
Farsi - Tavalodet Mobarak!

France - Joyeux Anniversaire!

Gaelic - Co latha breith sona dhut!

Germany - Alles Gute zum Geburstag or Herzlichen
Glickwunsch zum Geburtstag

Greek - Eftixismena Genethlia! or Chronia Pola!
Greenlandic - Inuununnu pilluarit!

Hawaiian - Hau oli la hanau!

Hebrew - Yom Huledet Same'ach!

Hindi - Janam Din Ki Badhai

Hungarian - Boldog szuletes napot

Icelandic - Til hamingju med afmaelisdaginn!
India - Sal Girah Mubarak

Irish - gaelic - La-briethe mhaith agat! or Briethla Shona
Dhuit!

Israel - Yom Holedet Sameach

Italian - Buon compleanno! or Bun Cumpleani!
Japanese - Otanjyobi omedeto Gozaimasu!
Korean - Saeng il chuk ha ham ni da!

Latin - Fortuna dies natalis!

Maltese - Nifrahlek ghal gheluq sninek!

Maori - Kia Huritau ki A Koe

Mexico - Feliz Cumpleanos

Mongolian - Torson odriin mend hurgee!

Native American - Haptee Hocuenera Hinigiren
The Netherlands - Van Harte Gefeliciteerd or Hjertelig til
lykke medfodselsdagen

Nigeria - Eku ojobi

Norway - Gratulere Med Daged

Persian - Tavalodet Mobarak!

Peru - Feliz Cumpleanos

Polish - Wszystkiego Najlepszego! or Wszystkiego naj-
lepszego z okazji urodzin!

Portuguese - Felix Aniversrio! or Parabens!
Russia - s'"dnom roshedenea or Sdnyom rozhdenya
Samoan - Manuia lou aso fanau!

Spanish - Feliz cumpleanos

Sudan - Aid Milad Jamil

Taiwanese - San leaz quiet lo!

Thai - Suk San Wan Keut

Turkish - Dogum gunun kutlu olsun!

Venezuela - Hoy Es Tu Dia

Vietnamese - Chuc Mung Sinh Nhat!

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1. Joseph Bobb, Carol Giles
2. Quint Street, Christopher Hott, Vicki Kirtley, Ian

Stevenson
Christine Fallin
Kate & Libby Hott, Thomas Montgomery, Sadie

Powell, Sarah Reid

6. Hunter Hulbert, Carolyn Payne

7. John Burke

8. Lila Suddeth

9. Meg Criffin

10. Andrea Beattie, Winston Johnson, Herbert Nor-
man, Jr., Veronica Kirkland

11. Ann Krannitz, Jonathan Page, Malcolm Turnbull

12. Jeff Morsch

13. Kathy Greatwood, Zachary Morrison

14. Cathy Kunkel, John Mazur, Alex Stewart, Winston
Norman, Andrew Blackburn

15. Anna Louise Mntgomery

16. Morgan Hewitt

17. Luke Cretzmeyer, Beth Caldwell, Garth Stevens,
Lily Stevens, Ann Reid

18. David Deas, John Goodreau, Kay Gray, Michael
Henry, Amy Stout, Stephanie Turnbull

19. Allison Firth, Perry Jefferson, Brett Zimmerman

20. John Gray, Bob Parker, Jennifer Street

21. Jennifer Phillips, Amy Trent

22. Greg Boynton, Nicole Napier

23. Margaret Kolster, Jeremy Kirkland

24. Ashlyn Monahan

25. Nana Biney-Amissah, Theodora Biney-Amissah,
Anne Clarke Vandeweghe, MaryJane Perkins, Lilli-
an Grace Mazur

26. Vicki Kirtley, Bill Heflin

27. Carolyn Ayres, Alan Williamson

28. Kate Desmond
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